What is the Acre? 


The “Acre” is one of Lowell’s earliest and continuing ethnic 
neighborhoods. It has been home to a variety of groups 
since betore Lowell was even a town. The mill owners who 
conceived Lowell needed a workforce to complete the 
backbreaking work of digging canals and building the 
mills, boarding houses, and other essential services 
needed to help their businesses flourish. In 1822, the mill 
owners, led by Kirk Boott, granted the Irish immigrants 
who heeded the call one acre of land just to the west of 
downtown to use tor housing and the “Acre” was 


founded. 
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1838 Acre Plan—Record Book 373, pg. 403 from 
the Middlesex Registry of Deeds—image trom Dave McKean 
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A little more about the Acre 


There is also mention in various documents of “the Half 
Acre,” which arise on the other side of the Western Canal 
in the area of Lowell and Lewis Streets (in modern times 


we know these streets as Market and Lewis) near Holy 
Trinity Church. 


Today, the Acre neighborhood spreads out trom the North 
Common, St. Patrick’s Church and the Fletcher Street 
Market Basket area. The boundaries are approximately 
Dutton Street bordering Downtown to the Merrimack River. 


The Pawtucket Canal and Broadway form its border with 
the Highlands. 
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City Neighborhood Map—City of Lowell Map Library accessed June 22, 2022, 
https://lowellma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/382/City-Neighborhood-Map-PDF 


A glimpse of the original “Acre” 


A Time to be Born 

“In the suburbs of Lowell, within a few rods of the canals, is a 
settlement, called by some, New Dublin, which occupies rather 
more than an acre of ground. It contains a population of not 
far from 500 Irish, who dwell in about 100 cabins, from 7 to 
10 feet in height, built of slabs and rough boards; a tire-place 
made of stone, in one end, topped out with two or three flour 
barrels or lime casks. In a central situation is a school house, 
built in the same style as the dwelling-houses, turted up to the 
eaves with a window in one end, and small holes in two sides 
for the admission of air and light. In this room are collected 


together perhaps 150 children.” 
- Portsmouth, N.H. Journal, 1831 - from the 175th Anniversary booklet of St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church - first printed description of the Acre. 


IRISH SCHOOLS AND TUE MANN SCHOOL. 


In 1844 the school committee appointed a sub-com- 
mittee to report upon the history of these schools. 
T avail myself of their report: 


“ By the advice and efforts of philanthropic individuals, a room 
was rented, supplied with fuel and other necessaries, and a teacher 
placed in this school who was to be remunerated by a small weekly, 
voluntary tax from the parents. From the poverty and indifference 
of the parents, however, the school languished and became extinct. It 
was revived from time to time, but after months of feebleness failed. 

“Up to the year 1840 the attempts to establish a school in the 
neighborhood of the Acre, were sustained chiefly by individual benev- 
olence. At the annual town meeting in May, 1830, an article was 
inserted in the warrant for the appointment of a committee to consider 
the expediency of establishing a separate school for the benefit of the 
Irish population, The committee reported in favor of such a school ; 
the report was accepted and the sum of fifty dollars was appropriated 
for the establishment and maintenance of a separate district school 
for the Irish. It was kept only part of the time and suspended. All 
the arrangements hitherto were unsatisfactory. In 1884 Rev. Mr. 
Connelly carried on a private school in a room under the Catholic 
Church. In June, 1835, this gentleman made application to the 
school committee for aid, and an arrangement was entered into be- 
tween them. The committee insisted upon the following conditions 
before any appropriation could be made of the public money; 

“ 1st—That the instructors must be examined as to their quali- 
fications by the committee and receive their appointment from them. 

“2d—That the books, exercises and studies should be all pre- 
scribed and regulated by the committee, and that no other whatever 
should be taught or allowed. 

“ 8d—That these schools should be placed, as respects the exam- 
ination, inspection and general supervision of the committee, on pre- 


cisely the same ground as the other schools of the town. Original drawing 
“Mr, Connelly urged, the instructors must be of the Roman ° oy 
Catholic faith, and that the books prescribed should contain no state- the First St. Patrick’s Church of Lowell 
ments or facts not admitted by that faith, nor any remarks reflecting : 
injuriously upon their system of belief. These conditions wére Ded icated Ju ly 3 / 133] 
assented to by the committee.” Lowell H ‘storical Society 


History of the Lowell Grammar Schools, by Alfred Gilman—Page trom Volume IV of 
Contributions of the Old Residents' Historical Association, VIl. Center tor Lowell History 


Ethnic Diversity Comes to Lowell 


*olease note that these only represent some of the groups to inhabit Lowell. 
Additional ethnic groups have resided here throughout its 200 year history. 
We are continually revising information based on uncovered research 


The Future 
Lowell has always been a 
diverse community that will 
continue to welcome groups 
trom a variety of countries 


1990s—2 1st Century 
Lowell welcomes immigrants 
trom the Congo, Ghana, 
Nigeria, Afghanistan, Iran, 


lraq, as well as other 
Atrican, Middle Eastern, 

Latin American and 

Caribbean countries. 


1970s—1980s 
Southeast Asian retugees 
begin to arrive, including 
those trom Cambodia, 
Vietnam and Laos. 


1910s-1950s 


Due to the impact of 


Immigration Act of 1924, 


new arrivals into the 
community slowed. 


1869-1885 
Syrian and Lebanese 
Immigrants start arriving. 


1820s 
The Irish come to build 
the canals and more. 


around the world. 


1980s 


Brazilians and a second 
wave of Indian immigration 
occurs in Lowell. 


1960s 
Colombians, Puerto Ricans, 
and a first wave of Indians 
begin to settle in Lowell. 


1880s—1920s 

Greeks (early settlers appear 
in 1874), Portuguese, Eastern 

Europeans including Jews, 

Russians, Romanians and 
more arrive, alongside Polish 

and Armenian emigres 
establish themselves. 


1840s (first) 
1860s—1900s 
French Canadians are 
recruited to work in the mills. 


Ethnic Settlements in the City 
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Merrimac and Merrimack are both correct; the 
latter form being commonly used in Lowell, 
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1909 “Greek District” in the Acre—The Record of a City : A Social Survey of Lowell, 
Massachusetts by George Frederick Kenngott. Macmillan, 1912 at the Center for 
Lowell History. 


Settlements of Ethnic Groups—The 
Record of a City : A Social Survey 
ot Lowell, Massachusetts by 
George Frederick Kenngott. 
Macmillan, 1912 at the Center for 
Lowell History. 


=; || 
Sh 
5 


- 
So 


— f 
Merrimack are both 


ss ) i f 
ee em | a | | 
aN a a? | 
<== SSS rt—‘“‘—sS—siYCSs 


Merrimac anid 
latter form being commanly used lo Lowell, 


An Acre Success Story-the Demoulas Family 


In 1917, Athansios and Etrosini Demoulas opened a small tood 
store in the Acre, at that time known as “Acre-Acropolis.” Located 
at 130 Dummer Street, this store specialized in selling lamb, 
sausages, and pork. Throughout the 1920s, the Demoulas store 
served Greek, French Canadian, and Irish immigrants trom the 
Acre and Downtown neighborhoods. 


In the 1930s, the Demoulas store moved to 93 Dummer Street, 
with Telemachus “T.A.” Demoulas (Athanasios and Etrosini’s son) 
leaving school to assist ps 
with the business. He 
was later joined by his 
brother George. Due 
to the impact of the 
Great Depression, the 
Demoulas tamily 
allowed customers 


to purchase groceries | ieee oe 

on credit. Demoulas Dummer Street ci circa 1 1930s—Lowell 
Housing Authority Collection—Lowell Historical Society 
at the Center for Lowell History 


In the early 1940s, the 
Demoulas store moved Sie a RN ee 
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to YO Dummer Street and AT LAST, OUR DREAM STORE, A REALITY, DON'T MISS OUR 


the family opened the 
A. Demoulas Coftee 


Grelee SIPEN 
House at 86 Dummer. DEMOULAS SUPERETT 


80 DUMMER af, | euch: te aereee de PARKWAY 


In early 1950, the 
Demoulas grocerette 
became the DeMoulas 
superette and served as 
an anchor for the Acre Seed Glee: NA ee 
neighborhood. The new Article heer the March 30, 1950 D Lowell Stour _ 
superette tormat became 

the style of grocery shopping that we experience today. 


Success in the Acre continued 


In 1954, the DeMoulas 
business expanded into a 
super market and 
adopted the slogan, 
“More tor Your Dollar.” 


In 1957, a second 
DeMoulas store opened 

in Lowell on Bridge Street, 
sharing the grocery store’s 
success with citizens 


DeMoulas Dummer Street circa 1980— 
, Division of Planning and Development 
beyond the Acre. Collection—Lowell Historical Society at the 


Center tor Lowell History 


In 1975, DeMoulas Super 
Markets were a success in New England and opened its 17th store 
but with a new name - “Market Basket.” 


In 1976, the Demoulas family opened its third Lowell store at 


Wood and Middlesex Streets. 


E> Jaa In its 80th year in business, a new store 
> Bee ———— was opened in Acre at Fletcher and 
ee > Broadway Streets, just down the street from 
ws the original location and Dummer Street 
NE carry inom a aie ron superette. Soon atter, the Dummer Street 


=" |ocation was demolished and a park with a 
esearelien Market Plaque 
Life From the Roots Blog— Plaque acknowledging its location was 


http:/lifefromtheroots. blogspot.com/2014/08/ esta b| ished. 


the-first-demoulas-market-in-lowell.html 


4CHUS WENT ON TO CREATE ONE OF THE 
cRM 


Market Baskets continue to be a necessary service for the citizens 
of Lowell. In October 2020, a tourth location was established on 
the Boulevard at Old Ferry Road. We look forward to seeing the 

continuing success of this family who started in the Acre. 


Ecumenical Plaza 


One ot the highlights of 
the Acre is Ecumenical 
Plaza. Two beautitul and 
elegant churches are 
cornerstones of this area ts. = 
of the City with both ary ; AW | yy ame = 
buildings being onthe {FILLE ca IN Wl oe 
Nationa! Racisder of Cara ee cer cia ee as 
Historic Places. St. Patrick’s, 
built in the Gothic Revival 
style, was originally built by the Irish, tirst as a wooden 
structure in 1831 and then replaced by the current stone 
facade which was started in 1853 and completed in 
1874. A major Tire gutted the interior in 1904. St. Patrick’s 
was designed by architect Patrick Keely who also designed 
the Immaculate Conception Church, St. Michael’s Church 
and the demolished St. Peter’s Church on Gorham Street. 
The second, the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, was 
built | in the Byzantine style between 1906 and 1908, 
created by local 
architect Henry 
Rourke complete 
pr with mosaics, 
icon murals and 
stained glass. The 
~\ gilded dome of 
= ‘ Holy Trinity 
Ny ty) S= makes it a major 
Tk) Wh ily) ig bs Ba tocal point in the 
“ Acre. 


Holy Trinity b Mural 


by George Koumanzelis 


2014 St Patrick and Holy Trinity by Tony Rennes 


Ecumenical Plaza continued 


Throughout most of the 20th century, these 2 churches, 
while in close proximity to each other, were only 
connected by the small Jefferson bridge over the Western 
Canal. John Tatsios, a member of the Acre Model 
Neighborhood Organization, served as a chairperson of 
the Model Cities’ Urban Design Task Force and was a 
huge proponent of the Ecumenical Plaza project. 


In 1975, Ecumenical Plaza, a brick platform over the 
Western Canal was built to both physically and 
symbolically link these two sections of the historic 
neighborhood for a cost of $356,000. Designed by 
architect Paul Lu of Belmont, it required large support 
trom a local taskforce, neighborhood groups, the 
churches, the City Council and others. It is believed that 
the success of Ecumenical Plaza may have demonstrated 


Western Canal and Ecumenical Plaza: 
Lowell, Massachusetts 00 
The City of Lowell recognized the 
historical value and oe 
of its canals and planned for 
beautification of Western Canal. 


Community input greet aes J the 
design of the pedestnan 
pathways, landscaping, and el 


which now link the canal to the 
neighborhood. Residents 

owners are doing their paft to fix up their 
properties and help beautify Lowell” Now 
the canal is a focus for the neighborhood 
and the city instead of an embarrassment 


Architects: 

Paul. K. flu abd Amsotinns t | 
Architects/Landscape tage ee n> 
Belmont, Massachusetts | 


Consultants; 


Fenton G. Keyes Associates (engineers) 
Waltham, Massachusetts | 


Administrative Team: 
John F. Tavares, Director 
Lowell Model Cities Agency 


Participating Organizations; 

Acre Model Neighborhood Organization, ‘Ine 
(AMNO) 

Lowell. Massachusetts 


Client: 
City of Lowell, Massachusetts, 
Robert C. Maguire, Mayor 


Lowell’s ability to undertake the 
National Park project in the years 
Tollowing. 


Today, Ecumenical Plaza serves as a 
community celebration space for a 
variety of events including the Points of 
Light Floating Lantern Celebration, 
Earth Day activities, and more. 


Western Canal and Ecumenical Plaza: 

Lowell, Massachusetts—Challenge! by the US 
Department ot Housing and Urban Development Vol. XI 
Number 1 1 January 1980—accessed via Google Books 


Western sichailtbe cise 


“The first substantial 
construction on the site is 
shown on the 1896 atlas, 
which outlines a large brick  |2@RSiS) |) ae 
structure called the Coram bs 7 a PELE pee Ne 
Block, owned by Joseph A. Ey ma at 
Coram. The exact nature of ee PEEEELE EERE Ceres ie 
Coram's activities on the site he EBS Ag 

are not known, but the 

building which survives Is 


crear'y ee a ry errr Mohair Plush Company— 
Mass. Mohair Plush Co. Mills - Lowell, a City of Spindles. Trades and Labor 
| . Council. Lowell (Mass.). Lawler & Co., 
Printers, 1900. Center tor Lowell History 
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Lowell Historical Architectural 
Inventory, by Shepley Bullfinch 
Richardson and Abbott, accessed June 
9, 2022, httos://lowellhistarch.omeka.net/items/show/878. 


Joseph A. Coram was known as “the Copper 
King” or “the King ot Copper.” 


An enduring example of his philanthropy are 
“The Art of Printing” and “The Textile Industry,” 
which are lunettes (paintings on glass) by Vesper 
Lincoln George which he donated to the City 
Library in 1899. 


wisest A. CORAM. 


Joseph A. Coram =. Coram “ is a member of the Highland Club, 
Drawing in Lowell Sun Lowell, the Middlesex Sate Deposit Co., and the 
April 30, 1701 board of trade. Some ot the Industries in which 
the copper king is interested are the Butte & Boston Mining Co., the 
Butte City Water Co., the Butte & Montana Co. the Kalistell electric 
Co., the Libby Town Site Co., the Mohair 
Plush Co., the amytown paper Tube Co., 
and the Mercede Gold Mining four 
national banks and twenty-one 
corporations.” - The Lowell Sun 


Joseph A. Coram Plaque at the 
Pollard Library by Tony Sampas 


1911 Mass Mohair Lowell in the City 
of Lowell, Massachusetts : its 
manutacturing interests and business 
advantages by Lowell Board of Trade 
1911 (Lowell, Mass.) Center for 
Lowell History 


Mass Mohair 
Superintendents and Bosses 
circa 1920s 

Center tor Lowell History 
Photo Collection 


MASS. MOHAIR PLUSH CO. 


Mass Mohair Employees 
circa 1920s 

Center tor Lowell History 
Photo Collection 


Western Avenue #0122 Acre 
circa 1970s 

Department of Planning and 
Development Collection— 
Lowell Historical Society at the 
Center tor Lowell History 


The Evolution of an Acre Building 


The Kitson Machine Shop was a manutacturer of cotton pickers from 
approximately the 1840s until it closed in the 1920s. The building had 
various uses between its closure and the early 1990s, when it was 
renovated and became the American Textile Museum. The museum 
closed in 2016 and the building today is the base of operations for the 
Lowell Sun and home to condominiums. Located at 491 Dutton St. 


Kitson Machine Shop 
Established 1849 
Manufacturers of Picker Room 
Machinery, Lowell, Mass. 1910. 
Center for Lowell History. 


The Kitson Machine Company 

Lowell Illustrated: A Chronological Record 
of Events and Historical Sketches of the 
Large Manutacturing Corporations by 
Frank P Hill 1884 at Center for Lowell 
History 


| CLLTON MAG HINERY, 


“wi: 


The American Textile 
Museum Sketch 

circa 1997 

Lowell Sun Collection— : 
Lowell Historical Society at | _ ae 
the Center for Lowell History =, Saunt 
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The Lost Acre 


CMCA (Corporations of Members of the 
Catholic Association) Fleur-de-Lis Club 
211 Pawtucket Street 

me .§ Built in 1 900—demolished to make way 
G@iimes— for the Howe Bridge, Department of 
HTM Public Development Collection, City of 
Bt Lowell at the Center for Lowell History 
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Gas Light Co. Power House, 316 School St. 
Built in 1911 in the classical revival style 


Demolished. Center tor Lowell History Photo 
Collection 


Greek Picnic & Trojan Horse - parking lot 
of the Transfiguration Church June 1981 
Lowell Sun Collection—Lowell Historical 
Society at the Center tor Lowell History 


VIEW FROM Southeast PHOTO TAKEN May VIEW FROM southeast PHOTO TAKEN May 1979 
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193 (left) and 199 (right) Pawtucket Street 


Some of the last tenement buildings at the northeast corner of Pawtucket Street and 
University. Demolished to create the Northern Canal Overlook Park. Built in the 
early 20th century, these buildings represented some of the last homes of Little 
Canada—Images are from Lowell Historical Architectural Inventory by Shepley, 


Bullfinch, Richardson and Abbot—available at the Center for Lowell History and 
online at https://lowellhistarch.omeka.net 


Legacy of the Acre 


"The Stone House" 

267 Pawtucket Street 

also, "The Ayer Home' 

and "Bachand Hall: The 

St. Joseph's Hospital Sisters’ 
Residence" 


"The Stone House overlooking 
Pawtucket Falls is not only a 
handsome and early Lowell 
structure, but is also a notable 


example of the tendency 
In the City to use and reuse The Stone House from The Industrial 
Advantages of Lowell, Mass. and Environs 
by W.H. Goodfellow, 1895 available at the 
Center for Lowell History 


buildings tor varied purposes. 
Built as a tavern and hotel in 

1824, it subsequently was an 
elegant private residence, a shelter for young women and children, an 


orphanage, and a convent." 
Pawtucket Street, 267 - The Stone House; the Ayer Home, Lowell Cultural Inventory 
by Shepley, Bullfinch, Richardson, and Abbott, at the Center tor Lowell History 


On this Site 


NORTH CoMMON VILLAGE 
A Low Rent Housing Project 
ts being developed by 


LowEL_t Housinc AuTHORITY 


UNDER LOAN CONTRACT WITH 


Lowell Housing Authority sign with Greek-American Legion 
St. Patrick’s Church in background Monument in the Acre 
Lowell Housing Authority Collection H8175 by Tony Sampas 


CN series of photos—Lowell Historical 
Society at the Center tor Lowell History 


Dummer Street before demolition with 
names of Greek families. 

Lowell Housing Authority Collection 
H8175 CN series of photos—Lowell 
Historical Society at the Center tor Lowell 
History 


While the buildings may no longer exist, 
many of the Greek surnames are still in 
the area today. 


St Patrick's School with billboards 

The Record of a City : A Social Survey of 
Lowell, Massachusetts by George Frederick 
Kenngott. Macmillan, 1912 at the Center 
tor Lowell History 


1290—PHOTOGRAPH 65. MARKET STREET, St. PATRICK’S PAROCHIAL 


SCHOOL IN THE REAR 


There are bill-boards like this on four successive corners; on Broadway, Mar- 
ket, Merrimack and Moody Streets, where they cross the Suffolk Street Canal. 


ST TRICK | ‘ McKittrick Industrial Supply 
| INDUSTRIAL | | 60 Fletcher Street 


SUPPLY? st) y . Photo courtesy by Bill Walsh 
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Uneeda Biscuit Company Advertisment 
Merrimack Street 
Photo courtesy of Bill Walsh 


What is the Acre? 
Exhibit Information 


This exhibit was created by 
Bridget Cooley at the Pollard 
Memorial Library and 
Tony Sampas of the Center tor 
Lowell History with assistance trom 
the Lowell Historical Society, Dave 
McKean, Walter Hickey, and Bill 


Walsh. Materials were provided by 
the Center for Lowell History or the 
Pollard Memorial Library unless 
credited otherwise. 


For access to the Acre 
suggested reading list, visit 


LowellLibrary.org/acre 


